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COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY

Processional	 “Pomp and Circumstance”
	 Edward Elgar arr. Holcombe

*National Anthem 	 “The Star-Spangled Banner”
	 F. Scott Key arr. Ferrari
	 Carolina Sound

President’s Welcome & Invocation	 H. Edward Croom, Ed.D.
	 President

Greetings	 Mr. Earl W. Worley, Jr.
	 Chair, Board of Trustees

Presidential Remarks	 Dr. Croom

Presentation of Graduating Class	 Burt Lewis, Ph.D. 
	 Vice President for Academic Affairs 

Conferring of Degrees	 Dr. Croom

Recognition of the Graduates 	 Shane Aube
	 Voice of the Trojans

Turning of the Tassels	 Dr. Lewis

Alumni Board Welcome	 Norman Crumpacker, D.B.A. 
	 Vice President, Alumni Association

Graduate Challenge	 Dr. Croom

*Please stand. 

Please mute all electronic devices.
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COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY

*Alma Mater	 “University of Mount Olive Alma Mater”
	 By Mauney and Fagg
	 UMO Concert Choir
	

*Benediction	 Mr. Worley

*Recessional	 “Trumpet Voluntary”

Hail Mount Olive, Alma Mater,
Endless years shall crown thy head;
Praise we then our great creator,
Who through all the years shall lead.
May thy torch of truth grow brighter
Still supplied with light divine;
Strong, and clear, and ever burning,
On the path of wisdom shine.

Alma Mater, our dear mother,
Honored ever honored now;
Courage, faith, and love devoted,
Be the laurels on thy brow.
O, Mount Olive, how we love thee,
Dowered with thy fost’ring care;
Kindest Heaven smile above thee,	
God exalt and keep thee fair.

*Please stand. 

Please mute all electronic devices.
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* In Absentia

Steven Carlton Brake
Bachelor of Arts
Agricultural Communication 
& Leadership
Magna Cum Laude
Wade Hunter Dunn
Bachelor of Arts
Agribusiness
Summa Cum Laude
Rosalinda Yvette Penland*
Bachelor of Arts
Agribusiness

John Michael Scott*
Bachelor of Arts
Agribusiness
Erica Nicole Stewart*
Bachelor of Arts
Agribusiness
Summa Cum Laude

Candidates For Bachelor Degrees
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Alex Baker
Bachelor of Science
Agriculture: Agribusiness
Summa Cum Laude
Courtney Lynn Bivins
Bachelor of Science
Agriculture: Plant Science
Sandra Jayne Blevins
Bachelor of Science
Agriculture: Agribusiness
Jacob David Brown*
Bachelor of Science
Biology: Ecological &  
Environmental Science
Samantha Diqne Cartwright
Bachelor of Science
Biology: Biomedical Sciences
Abby Rae Dail
Bachelor of Science
Veterinary Bioscience
Magna Cum Laude

Katelyn Leigh Gates
Bachelor of Science
Agriculture Production Systems
Ryan Michael Hare
Bachelor of Science
Agriculture: Agribusiness
Cum Laude
Jordyn Hayes
Bachelor of Science
Veterinary Bioscience
Marlie Jane Horne
Bachelor of Science
Agricultural Education
Matthew Michael Johnson
Bachelor of Science
Agriculture: Environmental  
& Natural Resources
Alanna Nicole Keys
Bachelor of Science
Veterinary Bioscience

Candidates For Bachelor Degrees
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* In Absentia

Natalie Elizabeth McBride
Bachelor of Science
Agricultural Communication 
& Leadership
Hannah Elisabeth McCoy
Bachelor of Science
Agriculture: Agribusiness
Magna Cum Laude
Rochelle Marie Perez
Bachelor of Science
Veterinary Bioscience
Wyatt Ashton Raynor
Bachelor of Science
Agriculture: Environmental  
& Natural Resources
Gillim Joy Storm
Bachelor of Science
Agriculture: Animal Science

Danielle Grace Tew
Bachelor of Science
Agriculture: Agribusiness
Summa Cum Laude
Cynthia Guadalupe Tijerina
Bachelor of Science
Biology: Biomedical Sciences
Rebekah Lillian VanHorn
Bachelor of Science
Agriculture Production Systems:  
Animal Science
Shade Annarella Wilbanks
Bachelor of Science
Agricultural Education
Summa Cum Laude

Candidates For Bachelor Degrees
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* In Absentia

Catherine Godwin Anderson*
Associate of Science
General Studies 
Cristina Maria Anderson
Associate of Science
General Studies: Pre-Nursing
Kristin Beuckman*
Associate of Science
General Studies: Pre-Nursing
Stephanie Meaders Bissett
Associate of Science
General Studies
Karsten Chavis Brown*
Associate of Science
General Studies
Sitembiso Manete Chanakira*
Associate of Science
General Studies: Pre-Nursing
April Michelle Chavis
Associate of Science
General Studies: Pre-Nursing
Taylor Ja’net Christian
Associate of Science
General Studies: Pre-Nursing
Distinction
Alexandra L. Dawson*
Associate of Science
General Studies
Craig Dillahunt
Associate of Science
General Studies
Marisol Galvan Romo*
Associate of Science
General Studies: Pre-Nursing
Mary Carole Gardner
Associate of Science
General Studies: Pre-Nursing

Sarah Michelle Gordon*
Associate of Science
General Studies
Distinction
Trista Dawn Heath
Associate of Science
General Studies: Pre-Nursing
Landon Allen Heath
Associate of Science
General Studies: Pre-Nursing
Kesha Allana Henderson*
Associate of Science
General Studies
Ashlie Gessner Inman*
Associate of Science
General Studies: Pre-Nursing
Tyra Lashawn Jones*
Associate of Science
General Studies: Pre-Nursing
Keri Renee King
Associate of Science
General Studies: Pre-Nursing
Shaquida Shanet Lane
Associate of Science
General Studies: Pre-Nursing
Kelsey Anne Lanier-Hill*
Associate of Science
General Studies
Newassa Ann Kennedy Martin*
Associate of Science
General Studies
Rosiland Maybank Moore
Associate of Science
General Studies
Jalisa Carollamb Morrow*
Associate of Science
General Studies

Candidates For Associate Degrees
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Sean R. O’Brien*
Associate of Science
General Studies
Collins Ogbondah Olele*
Associate of Science
General Studies
Amber Danielle Oxendine*
Associate of Science
General Studies
Distinction
Mckenzie Paige Paul*
Associate of Science
General Studies

Veronica Nicole Benjamin
Bachelor of Arts
Applied Psychology
Alexis Bradley
Bachelor of Arts
Applied Psychology
Joshua Emmanuel Faison
Bachelor of Arts
Psychology
Ashley Virginia Headley*
Bachelor of Arts
Applied Psychology
Alexis Cameron Johnson*
Bachelor of Arts
Applied Psychology
Cum Laude
Deanna Joyner
Bachelor of Arts
Applied Psychology
Emily Mavourneen Rhoades*
Bachelor of Arts
Applied Psychology
Summa Cum Laude

Micheal Turnell Powell
Associate of Science
General Studies
Olivia Faith Simmons*
Associate of Science
General Studies
Jessica White*
Associate of Science
General Studies: Pre-Nursing
Elizabeth Andrea Wiggins
Associate of Science
General Studies: Pre-Nursing

Shae Lynn Skinner*
Bachelor of Arts
Applied Psychology
Monica Steffenhagen
Bachelor of Arts
Applied Psychology
Tiffany Marie Stein
Bachelor of Arts
Applied Psychology
Summa Cum Laude
Lauren Ashley Vinson
Bachelor of Arts
Applied Psychology
Natasha Ann Williams
Bachelor of Arts
Applied Psychology
Veronika Hope Williams
Bachelor of Arts
Applied Psychology
Cum Laude
Makayla Nicole Yandow
Bachelor of Arts
Applied Psychology

Candidates For Associate Degrees

Candidates For Bachelor Degrees
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* In Absentia

Shania Zorana Able
Bachelor of Science
Human Services
Jackson Brooks Anderson
Bachelor of Science
Recreation & Leisure Studies:  
Sports Management
Tracina Glyniece Andrews
Bachelor of Science
Human Services
Sheila Marlene Arias Abonza
Bachelor of Science
Human Services
Chanelle Artis*
Bachelor of Science
Criminal Justice for Professionals
Jaime L. Bailey
Bachelor of Science
Justice Studies
Summa Cum Laude
Ashley Baranoski
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Mariah Elizabeth Benton
Bachelor of Science
Recreation & Leisure Studies:  
Recreational Therapy
Sarah Bethel
Bachelor of Science
Nursing
Camillia Rajneesh Brock
Bachelor of Science
Nursing Pre-Licensure
Summa Cum Laude
Maryori C. Calix*
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Crystal Gayle Cannady
Bachelor of Science
Nursing

Stephanie Kelly Capps*
Bachelor of Science
Justice Studies
Kaeleb Montae Carter
Bachelor of Science
Recreation & Leisure Studies: Generalist
Andrea Lorena Coffman*
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Arianna Corbett
Bachelor of Science
Elementary Education K-6
Cum Laude
Andrew Preston Cruse
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Daniel Albert Currie
Bachelor of Science
Criminal Justice & Criminology
Magna Cum Laude
Melanie Malone Daniels
Bachelor of Science
Nursing
Summa Cum Laude
Michaela Smith Eichenberg*
Bachelor of Science
Nursing Pre-Licensure
Summa Cum Laude
Krystal Escudero
Bachelor of Science
Psychology
April Jo Estep
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Linda Rochelle Fields
Bachelor of Science
Criminal Justice & Criminology
Jenessa Marie Foreman 
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education

Candidates For Bachelor Degrees
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Candidates For Bachelor Degrees

Christina Nicole Fradel
Bachelor of Science
Nursing
Alexis Dawn Futrell
Bachelor of Science
Elementary Education K-6
Magna Cum Laude
Amber Danielle Gainey
Bachelor of Science
Justice Studies
Dawson Gause*
Bachelor of Science
Recreation & Leisure Studies:  
Sports Management
Magna Cum Laude
Tammy Glover
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Alexis Taylor Grady
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Ashlee Brianna Green
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
James Cade Hancock*
Bachelor of Science
Recreation & Leisure Studies:  
Sports Management
Ashley Green Hicks*
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Latonya Danielle Hill
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Grant Melton Horne
Bachelor of Science
Christian Studies
Tasha Renee Hunter
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Cum Laude

Natasha Johnson
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Kindrel Daniell Kanteh*
Bachelor of Science
Human Services
Karigan Elizabeth Kennedy
Bachelor of Science
Human Services
Matthew Grant King*
Bachelor of Science
Recreation & Leisure Studies: Generalist
Kimberly Lehman
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Drew Daniel Lesley
Bachelor of Science
Nursing Pre-Licensure
Summa Cum Laude
Rose Shelby Lofton
Bachelor of Science
Christian Studies
Magna Cum Laude
Jennifer Brooke Lupo
Bachelor of Science
Nursing
Marvin Rahmeen Mackey*
Bachelor of Science
Criminal Justice & Criminology
Justin Marshburn
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Summa Cum Laude
Chyrl Jean Matthis*
Bachelor of Science
Nursing
Devin Davonte McCorkle
Bachelor of Science
Recreation & Leisure Studies: Generalist
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* In Absentia

Candidates For Bachelor Degrees

Takisha Laron McNair*
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Missy Rich Mills
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Summa Cum Laude
Amy Danielle Person
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Summa Cum Laude
Desmonde Pigford*
Bachelor of Science
Criminal Justice & Criminology
Gordon John Pihl*
Bachelor of Science
Recreation & Leisure Studies: 
Sports Management
Cum Laude
Krista Nicole Respess*
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Elisa Ann Robinson*
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Abigail Paige Schwartz
Bachelor of Science
Human Services
Jamie E. Segovia*
Bachelor of Science
Criminal Justice & Criminology
Sandra M. Shaw*
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Michaela Shana Smith
Bachelor of Science
Nursing Pre-Licensure
Cum Laude

Alfreddie Smith
Bachelor of Science
Criminal Justice & Criminology
Ja’Net Smith-Greene
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Frances Walker Stuart*
Bachelor of Science
Nursing
Caris Lynn Sutton
Bachelor of Science
Special Education General K-12
Summa Cum Laude
Brittany Tiaira Teach-Lizzmore
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Latoya Ann Thompson
Bachelor of Science
Human Services
Debbie H. Timmons
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Donna Martin Tober
Bachelor of Science
Nursing Pre-Licensure
Summa Cum Laude
Brisa C. Uviedo
Bachelor of Science
Recreation & Leisure Studies:  
Exercise Science
Edith Michelle Waddell
Bachelor of Science
Justice Studies
Cum Laude
Hayden Dru Waddell*
Bachelor of Science
Recreation & Leisure Studies: Generalist
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Candidates For Bachelor Degrees

Emma Waters Williams
Bachelor of Science
Human Services
Magna Cum Laude
Lori Ann Williams
Bachelor of Science
Human Services
Magna Cum Laude
Tiffany Renee Williams
Bachelor of Science
Human Services
Angela Wilson*
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education

David S. Wise*
Bachelor of Science
Criminal Justice & Criminology
Magna Cum Laude
Varena Carlesha Wright
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Summa Cum Laude
Katrina Evans Wurm
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education

Grace McKensie Baker
Master of Science
Counseling: Clinical Mental Health
Kelly Diane Bartlett
Master of Science
Counseling: Clinical Mental Health
With Distinction
Jessica Cotto
Master of Science
Counseling: Clinical Mental Health
Latesha Lashawn Foushee
Master of Education
Early Childhood Education
Paula Marie Goldston
Master of Education
Early Childhood Education
With Distinction
Kiara Hall
Master of Science
Counseling: Clinical Mental Health

Alexis Hampton
Master of Science
Counseling: Clinical Mental Health
With Distinction
Bianca Hernandez
Master of Science
Counseling: Clinical Mental Health
With Distinction
Erica Johnson
Master of Science
Counseling: Clinical Mental Health
Tanesha Laing
Master of Education
Elementary Education K-6
With Distinction
Kathy Denise May
Master of Science
Counseling: Clinical Mental Health
With Distinction

Candidates For Master Degrees
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* In Absentia

Candidates For Master Degrees

Martinique Nichele McLaughlin
Master of Education
Early Childhood Education
With Distinction
Erica Renee Mendoza
Master of Science
Counseling: Clinical Mental Health
Tiffany Kristine Ohle
Master of Education
Special Education General K-12
With Distinction
Hope Seidel Rennells
Master of Science
Counseling: Clinical Mental Health
With Distinction
Shannon Elizabeth Riggleman
Master of Science
Counseling: Clinical Mental Health
With Distinction
Sara Abigail Roque
Master of Education
Elementary Education K-6
Karly Stevens Scott
Master of Science
Counseling: Clinical Mental Health
With Distinction
Victoria Martin Sechrist
Master of Education
Early Childhood Education
April Dawn Shearer
Master of Science
Counseling: Clinical Mental Health
With Distinction
Julie Smith
Master of Science
Counseling: Clinical Mental Health
With Distinction
Madison Caroline Staton
Master of Science
Counseling: Clinical Mental Health

Tiffany Jane Swinson
Master of Science
Counseling: Clinical Mental Health
With Distinction
Blair Suzanne Tadlock
Master of Education
Elementary Education K-6
With Distinction
Erica Gaddis Vinson
Master of Science
Counseling: Clinical Mental Health
With Distinction
Katherine L. Walker*
Master of Science
Counseling: Clinical Mental Health
With Distinction
Akilah Watson
Master of Science
Counseling: Clinical Mental Health
Mercedes Wynn-Walker
Master of Science
Counseling: Clinical Mental Health
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* In Absentia

Denita Ladawn Alexander
Bachelor of Arts
Healthcare Management
Anthony Joseph Allen
Bachelor of Arts
Computer Science
Magna Cum Laude
Tammy Elizabeth Alligood*
Bachelor of Arts
Healthcare Management
David Steven Arendt*
Bachelor of Arts
Business Management
Cum Laude
Christopher W. Bates
Bachelor of Arts
Finance
Gwendolyn Faye Best
Bachelor of Arts
Business Management
Cassandra Boyd*
Bachelor of Arts
Healthcare Management
Alondra Castillo
Bachelor of Arts
Accounting
Clarence Tony Clark*
Bachelor of Arts
Computer Information Systems
Magna Cum Laude
David Brandon Coble
Bachelor of Arts
Healthcare Management
Summa Cum Laude
Shekinah Glory Currie
Bachelor of Arts
Human Resource Management

Angela Jane Defoe
Bachelor of Arts
Computer Information Systems
Summa Cum Laude
Amanda Ann Diamond*
Bachelor of Arts
Accounting
Claud Lee Dunn
Bachelor of Arts
Accounting
Justin Patrick Eldridge*
Bachelor of Arts
Finance
Summa Cum Laude
Alicia Drew Estes
Bachelor of Arts
Healthcare Management
Elizabeth Kathleen Fallon*
Bachelor of Arts
Business Analytics
Summa Cum Laude
Necketta Lashan Fellows
Bachelor of Arts
Healthcare Management
Caitlin Joy Frisbie*
Bachelor of Arts
Healthcare Management
Daunte Gallier
Bachelor of Arts
Computer Science
Kelsey Ann Griffin*
Bachelor of Arts
Accounting
Summa Cum Laude
Amanda Kay Huff
Bachelor of Arts
Human Resource Management

Candidates For Bachelor Degrees
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Candidates For Bachelor Degrees

Katy Leever*
Bachelor of Arts
Healthcare Management
Dayshawn Latrey Majette*
Bachelor of Arts
Finance
Kimela McNeill
Bachelor of Arts
Computer Information Systems
Cum Laude
Elizabeth Hope Messer*
Bachelor of Arts
Accounting
Mariana Prada Moritz
Bachelor of Arts
Human Resource Management
Larkin Lynch Ramsey
Bachelor of Arts
Business Management
Nicole L. Redding
Bachelor of Arts
Accounting
Cum Laude
Darrell Enoch Roberts*
Bachelor of Arts
Business Management
Vyctoria Leigh Ebron Ruiz
Bachelor of Arts
Accounting
Perla Sanchez
Bachelor of Arts
Business Management
Tanya Sellers Simpson*
Bachelor of Arts
Accounting
Whitney Stevens
Bachelor of Arts
Human Resource Management

Casey Alphin Whaley
Bachelor of Arts
Business Management
Lisa Truitt White*
Bachelor of Arts
Marketing
Magna Cum Laude
Rita Denys Williams
Bachelor of Arts
Healthcare Management
Julie Nichole Zick
Bachelor of Arts
Computer Information Systems
Caitlin Rose Bagby
Bachelor of Business Administration
Business Administration
Magna Cum Laude
Kelly Eves Bradshaw
Bachelor of Business Administration
Business Administration
Gareth Isaac Coleman
Bachelor of Business Administration
Business Administration
Jillian Lee Daye
Bachelor of Business Administration
Business Administration
Monica Ann Fuentes
Bachelor of Business Administration
Business Administration
Kodie LeRae Lewis
Bachelor of Business Administration
Business Administration
Cum Laude
Wendy Elizabeth O’Keefe
Bachelor of Business Administration
Business Administration
Zachary Mikel Paguirigan*
Bachelor of Business Administration
Business Administration
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* In Absentia

Marsha Jones Paramore
Bachelor of Business Administration
Business Administration
Magna Cum Laude
Bianca Rose Pineda
Bachelor of Business Administration
Business Administration
Magna Cum Laude
Jewel Rogers
Bachelor of Business Administration
Business Administration
Kayla Dawn Sawyer
Bachelor of Business Administration
Business Administration
Charles Victor Sawyer
Bachelor of Business Administration
Business Administration
Cosette Nicole Simpkins
Bachelor of Business Administration
Business Administration
Jennifer V. Stancil*
Bachelor of Business Administration
Business Administration
Juana Liliana Trejo*
Bachelor of Business Administration
Business Administration
Marisa Katherine Tuey
Bachelor of Business Administration
Business Administration
Cum Laude
Jeanie Barbour Benson
Bachelor of Science
Leadership
Magna Cum Laude
Joseph Jay Birchett
Bachelor of Science
Leadership

Gabriel Joseph Catone-Highfield*
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration: 
Business Management
Tamara Ebron*
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration: 
Business Management
William Eriza Pineda
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration: 
Computer Information Systems
Nathaniel Manzambi Esslinger*
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration: 
Business Management
Laura Michelle Flores
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration: Accounting
Jaydon Michael Gartner*
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration: 
Business Management
Elizabeth Ashley Hardison
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration: 
Healthcare Management
Octavia Renee Johnson
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration: 
Human Resource Management
Bonnie Lou Jones
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration: Accounting
Brandy Delaine Kornegay
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration: Accounting
Magna Cum Laude

Candidates For Bachelor Degrees
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Candidates For Bachelor Degrees

Suzanne Marie Miller*
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration: Accounting
Ashley Marie Quintanilla
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration: Marketing
Cum Laude
Michelia Anais Rivera-Acosta*
Bachelor of Science
Leadership
Cum Laude
Antonio de Jesus Rodriguez Salazar
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration: Accounting
Robert Craig Strickland
Bachelor of Science
Leadership
Lana Jeannine Swanson
Bachelor of Science
Leadership
Cum Laude

Brianna Nicole Taylor*
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration: 
Healthcare Management
Martin Tyler Vinson
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration: 
Business Management
Isabella Thanh Wadford
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration: 
Business Management
Christy Oakley Wright*
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration: Management  
& Organizational Development

Lauren Brooks Carlson*
Master of Business Administration
Business Administration
Amy Leigh Dixon
Master of Business Administration
Healthcare Management
Sarah Bernitta Eason
Master of Business Administration
Healthcare Management
William Maxwell Elbin
Master of Business Administration
Business Administration

Ashley Dyan Fabela
Master of Business Administration
Healthcare Management
With Distinction
Cecila Lee Faircloth
Master of Business Administration
Business Administration
Quinn Harrison
Master of Business Administration
Business Administration
Alexis Horne
Master of Business Administration
Business Administration

Candidates For Master Degrees
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* In Absentia

Candidates For Master Degrees

LaDeja Isler
Master of Business Administration
Business Administration
Johnny Allen Jernigan*
Master of Business Administration
Business Administration
Jacob Harrison Joplin*
Master of Business Administration
Business Administration
With Distinction
Mary Brigid Keck
Master of Business Administration
Business Administration
With Distinction
Schneda Latoya King*
Master of Business Administration
Healthcare Management
Erica Leon
Master of Business Administration
Business Administration
Alexandra Dane Martin*
Master of Business Administration
Business Administration
Michael James Marto*
Master of Business Administration
Business Administration
With Distinction
Ginger Marie Moore
Master of Business Administration
Business Administration
Chaija Arianne Olsson
Master of Business Administration
Business Administration

Brian Edwin Pasko*
Master of Business Administration
Healthcare Management
Ariana Peterson*
Master of Business Administration
Healthcare Management
Gregory Lynn Phillips*
Master of Business Administration
Business Administration
With Distinction
Vanessa Reason
Master of Business Administration
Business Administration
Eduardo Rodriguez Gamboa
Master of Business Administration
Business Administration
With Distinction
Blake Alexander Tallon*
Master of Business Administration
Business Administration
With Distinction
Luke Guthrie Terrill*
Master of Business Administration
Business Administration
Logan Angela Timar
Master of Business Administration
Business Administration
Westin Zeke Whitley
Master of Business Administration
Business Administration
McKenzie Jaejin Yi
Master of Business Administration
Business Administration
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University Mission

The University of Mount Olive is a faith-based educational institution committed to creating 
nurturing, student-centric experiences that promote sustainable opportunities for intellectual, 
spiritual, and personal growth.

The Academic Regalia

The caps, gowns, and hoods worn in the formal academic ceremonies are patterned after the 
academic regalia common in medieval European universities where both students and faculty were 
required to wear gowns at all times. Today these gowns represent an adaptation of the cape or 
mantle that was worn by church officials in religious processions. In 1896, colleges and universities 
in the United States adopted a uniform code governing academic dress.

The bachelor’s degree gown is distinguished by the long pleated front, and long, pointed sleeves. It is 
worn closed. The master’s degree gown is similar, but has square sleeves and a slit at the elbow. The 
doctor’s gown features broad velvet panels down the front and flowing sleeves each with three bars 
of velvet. The velvet trimming may be either black or the distinctive color of the field of learning 
represented by the degree. Master’s and doctoral gowns may be worn either open or closed.

Caps worn may vary with the university and individual choice. The black Oxford cap, or mortarboard, is 
the traditional headgear. Also worn are the soft beret style and Florentine style. The distinctive hoods vary 
in size according to the level of degree held. Colors of the inner silk indicate the institution from which the 
wearer received the degree. The outer velvet border is trimmed in a color indicating the field of learning.

Agriculture .................................................. Maize
Arts, Letters, Humanities ...........................White
Business (Accountancy, Commerce) ................ Drab
Clinical Counseling ...................................... Gold
Communications (including Journalism) ...... Crimson
Dentistry ....................................................... Lilac
Economics ................................................ Copper
Education ............................................. Light Blue
Engineering .............................................. Orange
Fine Arts (including Architecture) .................... Brown
Forestry ....................................................... Russet
Law .............................................................. Purple
Library Science ............................. Lemon Yellow

Medicine ........................................ Hunter Green
Music .............................................................. Pink
Nursing ..................................................... Apricot
Oratory (including speech) ..................... Silver–Gray
Pharmacy .......................................... Olive Green
Philosophy .................................. Rich Royal Blue
Physical Education ............................ Sage Green
Public Admin. (includes Foreign Service) .. Peacock Blue
Public Health ................................... Salmon Pink
Science ........................................................... Gold
Social Work ................................................ Citron
Theology (Divinity, Ministry, Religion) ............. Scarlet
Veterinary Science ........................................ Gray

The school colors are shown on the satin lining which can be seen on the back of the hood. 
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Commencement Traditions

The University of Mount Olive maintains its own traditions practiced during various ceremonies 
and services. Among those that are included in the University Commencement exercises are the 
carrying of the University Mace, Processional Cross, and the Presidential Medallion.

The mace is carried by a faculty member. It was presented to the University by the Town of Mount 
Olive on November 5, 1994. The Cross is carried by either a faculty member or a student selected 
by the Department of Christian Studies. It was presented to the University by the Convention of 
Original Free Will Baptists on March 19, 2010. The President’s Medallion is given to the President 
at the time of the installation by the Chairman of the Board of Trustees. The Medallion is worn by 
the President at all University ceremonial functions.

Board of Trustees

Earl W. Worley, Jr., Chair Donnie E. Lassiter, Vice Chair Beverly P. Boyette, Secretary

Wesley E. Beddard
Pamela Braxton
Dr. Paula Coates
Mary H. Drummond
Albert Elrod
Benjamin D. Forrest
John Hawkins
Sylvia Herring
The Reverend Mark Hobbs
The Reverend Ronnie Hobgood
B. Frank Howell

Carolyn F. Jernigan
Robert C. Johnson
Bobby Kenneth Jones II
Robert Kornegay
Jerilyn J. Lee
David L. McPherson
Kim Quinn
J. Matthew Rast
Dr. Lawrence L. Rouse
The Reverend Howard F. Scott*
Shane Smith

Dr. Dusk O. Stroud
Robert R. Sutter
Jody Tyson
The Reverend Dr. Josh Whitefield
Robert B. Wilkerson
Charlie B. Young

*Ex Officio Board Member
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Cords, Stoles, and Medallions

Recognitions

Cords, stoles, and medallions are worn around the neck of graduates, signifying academic honors 
or other achievements. Cords are made of braided nylon in a variety of colors. Stoles are panels of 
silk that can be embroidered with letters or symbols. Medallions are made of metal or glass-like 
material and hang on colored ribbon.

Graduate candidates who have met all degree requirements and earned a cumulative GPA of 3.90 
or higher and no grade below a B- will be awarded their degree "With Distinction." Baccalaureate 
candidates must have earned a minimum of 30 graded semester hours at the University of Mount 
Olive with no grade below a C to graduate with Latin Honors. Associate candidates must have 
earned a minimum of 30 graded semester hours at the University of Mount Olive with no grade 
below a C to graduate with Distinction. 

Cum Laude (Bronze)
3.70 grade point average

Magna Cum Laude (Silver)
3.80 grade point average

Summa Cum Laude (Gold)
3.90 grade point average

Baccalaureate Candidates:

Associate Candidates:
High Distinction (Green)
3.90 grade point average

Distinction (Green)
3.70 grade point average

Red, white, and blue cords, braided
Veteran, United States of America
Crimson and cobalt blue, braided 
Upsilon Phi Delta (Healthcare Administration)
Medallion with green ribbon
Honors Program Graduate

Gold stole
University Marshal
Apricot stole
Nursing 
White stole
Pi Lambda Theta (Education)

SIXTY-NINTH
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