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COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY

Processional	 “Pomp and Circumstance”
	 Edward Elgar arr. Holcombe

*National Anthem 	 “The Star-Spangled Banner”
	 F. Scott Key arr. Ferrari
	 Carolina Sound

President’s Welcome & Invocation	 H. Edward Croom, Ed.D.
	 President

Greetings	 Mr. Donnie E. Lassiter
	 Chair, Board of Trustees

Commencement Remarks	 Dr. Croom

Presentation of Graduating Class	 Burt Lewis, Ph.D. 
	 Vice President, Academic Affairs 

Conferring of Degrees	 Dr. Croom

Recognition of the Graduates 	 Stephen Edwards, Ph.D.
	 Assistant Dean, School of 
	 Agricultural and Biological Sciences

Turning of the Tassels	 Dr. Lewis

Alumni Board Welcome	 Norman Crumpacker, DBA 
	 President, Alumni Association

Graduate Challenge	 Dr. Croom

*Alma Mater	 “University of Mount Olive Alma Mater”
	 By Mauney and Fagg
	 UMO Concert Choir
	

*Benediction	  Mr. Lassiter 

*Recessional	 “Trumpet Voluntary”

*Please stand. Please mute all electronic devices.

Hail Mount Olive, Alma Mater,
Endless years shall crown thy head;
Praise we then our great creator,
Who through all the years shall lead.
May thy torch of truth grow brighter
Still supplied with light divine;
Strong, and clear, and ever burning,
On the path of wisdom shine.

Alma Mater, our dear mother,
Honored ever honored now;
Courage, faith, and love devoted,
Be the laurels on thy brow.
O, Mount Olive, how we love thee,
Dowered with thy fost’ring care;
Kindest Heaven smile above thee,	
God exalt and keep thee fair.
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Codi Blaine Barker
Bachelor of Arts
Agribusiness
Hannah Grace Bolch
Bachelor of Arts
Agribusiness
Brittney DeLozier Chekelelee*
Bachelor of Arts
Agribusiness
Lucas Anthony Draime*
Bachelor of Arts
Agribusiness
Summa Cum Laude
Abigail Marie Foust
Bachelor of Arts
Agribusiness
Maggie Rae Glass
Bachelor of Arts
Agricultural Communication  
and Leadership
Summa Cum Laude
Liubinka Evone Gordon
Bachelor of Arts
Agribusiness
Summa Cum Laude

Justin Hansel Graham
Bachelor of Arts
Agricultural Communication  
and Leadership
Cum Laude
Caitlin Jarrell*
Bachelor of Arts
Agribusiness
Natalie Marie Kudlacz
Bachelor of Arts
Agribusiness
Joe Eric Long
Bachelor of Arts
Agribusiness
Summa Cum Laude
Darius McKoy
Bachelor of Arts
Agricultural Communication  
and Leadership
Magna Cum Laude
Jayci Mitchell*
Bachelor of Arts
Agricultural Communication  
and Leadership
Summa Cum Laude

Candidates For Bachelor Degrees
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* In Absentia

Cassy Lee Smith
Bachelor of Arts
Agribusiness
Summa Cum Laude
Raymond Y. Borges Esteban
Bachelor of Science
Veterinary BioScience
Jeramy Shawn Darden
Bachelor of Science
Biology: Biomedical Science
Harley Robin Elks
Bachelor of Science
Agricultural Education
Gracelyn M. Gatton
Bachelor of Science
Veterinary BioScience
Austin R. Giorgianni
Bachelor of Science
Biology: Biomedical Sciences
Magna Cum Laude
Gabriella Faye Haddock
Bachelor of Science
Agriculture Production Systems
Agriculture: Plant Science
Zachery Tyler Martin
Bachelor of Science
Agriculture: Agribusiness
Magna Cum Laude
Lauren McLamb
Bachelor of Science
Agriculture Production Systems
Kylie Peterson
Bachelor of Science
Veterinary BioScience
Kallie Madalyn Phillips
Bachelor of Science
Agriculture Production Systems
Joanna B. Rackley
Bachelor of Science
Veterinary BioScience
Magna Cum Laude

Madison Grace Respass
Bachelor of Science
Agricultural Education
Donnie Lane Roberson
Bachelor of Science
Agriculture: Plant Science
Sydney Shanon Rouse
Bachelor of Science
Veterinary BioScience
Laura Ashleigh Smith
Bachelor of Science
Agriculture: Animal Science
Trevor L. Stone
Bachelor of Science
Agriculture Production Systems
Lila Stratman
Bachelor of Science
Biology: Ecological & Environmental 
Science
David Jacob Tyndall
Bachelor of Science
Agriculture: Plant Science
Kaitlyn Ward
Bachelor of Science
Agriculture Production Systems

Candidates For Bachelor Degrees
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Lisa Alain Bivens
Master of Science
Counseling: Clinical Mental Health
With Distinction
Leah Sosnik Bozeman
Master of Science
Counseling: Clinical Mental Health
With Distinction
Jamie Caroline Burns-Keck
Master of Science
Counseling: Clinical Mental Health
Zeneta Nechael Davis
Master of Science
Counseling: Clinical Mental Health
Adriane M. Fox
Master of Science
Counseling: Clinical Mental Health
With Distinction
Cynthia Vanessa Guzman
Master of Science
Counseling: Clinical Mental Health
Latonya Chanel Hemmingway
Master of Science
Counseling: Clinical Mental Health
With Distinction

Brianna Marie Kurilla
Master of Science
Counseling: Clinical Mental Health
With Distinction
Mallory Genine Neill Rogers
Master of Science
Counseling: Clinical Mental Health
With Distinction
Saya Aster Parker
Master of Science
Counseling: Clinical Mental Health
With Distinction
Sandra Ridley Richardson
Master of Science
Counseling: Clinical Mental Health
Norma Jean Southerland
Master of Science
Counseling: Clinical Mental Health
Colby Jameson Teague
Master of Science
Counseling: Clinical Mental Health
With Distinction
Zhane Lynchelle Watson
Master of Science
Counseling: Clinical Mental Health

Candidates For Master Degrees
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* In Absentia

Tiffany Barrow White
Master of Science
Counseling: Clinical Mental Health
With Distinction

Tara L.C. Youngblood
Master of Science
Counseling: Clinical Mental Health
With Distinction

Candidates For Master Degrees

Jennifer Balver-Zuñiga
Bachelor of Arts
Applied Psychology
Summa Cum Laude
Deanna Harrell Barefoot
Bachelor of Arts
Applied Psychology
Carol A. Edwards
Bachelor of Arts
Applied Psychology
Victoria Alaine Godfrey
Bachelor of Arts
Applied Psychology
Ronelle Monique Howell
Bachelor of Arts
Applied Psychology
Erica Jaimes
Bachelor of Arts
Applied Psychology
Savannah Dawn Lowe*
Bachelor of Arts
Applied Psychology
Lauren Christine Myers
Bachelor of Arts
Applied Psychology
Magna Cum Laude
Tatiana Pacheco
Bachelor of Arts
Applied Psychology

Tonya Le-Ann Stallings
Bachelor of Arts
English
Magna Cum Laude
Nicole Tuten
Bachelor of Arts
Applied Psychology
Summa Cum Laude
Naomi Valdovinos Flores*
Bachelor of Arts
Computer Science
Ashton Taylor Whitt
Bachelor of Arts
History
Cardiellea S. Barksdale
Bachelor of Science
Justice Studies
Magna Cum Laude
Jaszmine DeAundrya Biglow*
Bachelor of Science
Human Services
Allyssa Lorraine Britt
Bachelor of Science
Christian Studies
Natijja Bullard
Bachelor of Science
Justice Studies
Donta Lamont Bush Sr.*
Bachelor of Science
Human Services

Candidates For Bachelor Degrees
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Candidates For Bachelor Degrees

Sitembiso Manete Chanakira
Bachelor of Science
Nursing Pre-Licensure
Magna Cum Laude
Brenda Stephanie Cherry*
Bachelor of Science
Nursing
Taylor Christian
Bachelor of Science
Nursing Pre-Licensure
Summa Cum Laude
Kayla Darice Cromartie
Bachelor of Science
Human Services
Magna Cum Laude
Mckenzie Faith Cron
Bachelor of Science
Psychology
Jennifer Lynne Demas
Bachelor of Science
Justice Studies
Jasper Logan Denton*
Bachelor of Science
Justice Studies
Joe Nathan Dixon III
Bachelor of Science
Christian Studies
Teagan Dunnett
Bachelor of Science
Recreation and Leisure Studies:  
Exercise Science
William Lee Ebron
Bachelor of Science
Christian Studies
Summa Cum Laude
Virginia Charles Edwards
Bachelor of Science
Justice Studies
Cymone Yvonne Evans
Bachelor of Science
Human Services

Latonya Stevens Faison
Bachelor of Science
Nursing Pre-Licensure
Magna Cum Laude
Margarita Flores
Bachelor of Science
Human Services
Orla Louise Folan
Bachelor of Science
Psychology
Summa Cum Laude
Jamie Cade Formo
Bachelor of Science
Human Services
Mary Carole Gardner
Bachelor of Science
Nursing Pre-Licensure
Cum Laude
Lillian Stiles Godette
Bachelor of Science
Christian Studies
Abigail Rose Greer
Bachelor of Science
Recreation and Leisure Studies:  
Exercise Science
Summa Cum Laude
Anna Polinski Gregory
Bachelor of Science
Human Services
TaMyra Simone Harris
Bachelor of Science
Nursing Pre-Licensure
Summa Cum Laude
Brendolyn Ivonne Hernandez
Bachelor of Science
Nursing Pre-Licensure
Summa Cum Laude
Alayna Ryanne Hill
Bachelor of Science
Nursing Pre-Licensure
Magna Cum Laude
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* In Absentia

Kameron De’Ann Holmes
Bachelor of Science
Nursing Pre-Licensure
Summa Cum Laude
John Curtis Horton
Bachelor of Science
Justice Studies
Galen Evanglene Jones*
Bachelor of Science
Human Services
Cum Laude
Sade Jones
Bachelor of Science
Nursing Pre-Licensure
Summa Cum Laude
Wade Gerard Kelly
Bachelor of Science
Sports Management
Sabrina Sasser Kornegay
Bachelor of Science
Nursing Pre-Licensure
Summa Cum Laude
Journey Land Bass
Bachelor of Science
Recreation and Leisure Studies
Shaquida Shanet Lane
Bachelor of Science
Nursing Pre-Licensure
Tyrese Lavender
Bachelor of Science
Recreation and Leisure Studies:  
Sports Management
Joy Cintrel Roberta Maxwell
Bachelor of Science
Human Services
Jayln Alexander McClammy
Bachelor of Science
Recreation and Leisure Studies:  
Sports Management

Rosiland Maybank Moore
Bachelor of Science
Justice Studies
Courtney Michelle Morgan*
Bachelor of Arts
Applied Psychology
Courtney Henderson Newkirk
Bachelor of Science
Christian Studies
Summa Cum Laude
Genesis Peyton
Bachelor of Science
Nursing Pre-Licensure
Summa Cum Laude
Brianna L. Ramirez
Bachelor of Science
Nursing Pre-Licensure
Magna Cum Laude
William Cooper Roddy
Bachelor of Science
Nursing Pre-Licensure
Summa Cum Laude
Alexis Malone Saint-Amand
Bachelor of Science
Nursing Pre-Licensure
Summa Cum Laude
Bridget Satchell
Bachelor of Science
Human Services
Lauren Shackelford
Bachelor of Science
Human Services
Ke’Shonna Shon’Tell Snead
Bachelor of Science
Nursing Pre-Licensure
Summa Cum Laude

Candidates For Bachelor Degrees
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Candidates For Bachelor Degrees

Jacques Anthony Sousa
Bachelor of Science
Recreation and Leisure Studies:  
Sports Management
Cum Laude
Casey Nicole Weidner
Bachelor of Science
Nursing Pre-Licensure
Cum Laude
Lara Stamereilers
Bachelor of Science
Psychology
Summa Cum Laude
Erika Karlene Stillman
Bachelor of Science
Human Services
Charles Laughinghouse Stokes Jr. *
Bachelor of Science
Religion 
Summa Cum Laude
Tisha L. Stone
Bachelor of Science
Human Services
Caleb Andrew Tatum *
Bachelor of Science
Recreation and Leisure Studies:  
Sports Communication
Shalanda Chanel Tune
Bachelor of Science
Justice Studies

Katelyn Torjesen
Bachelor of Science
Nursing Pre-Licensure
Summa Cum Laude
Allissa Wells
Bachelor of Science
Nursing Pre-Licensure
Cum Laude
Jessica White
Bachelor of Science
Nursing Pre-Licensure
Summa Cum Laude
Riley Willcox
Bachelor of Science
Recreation and Leisure Studies:  
Exercise Science
Sasha M. Wirth
Bachelor of Science
Nursing Pre-Licensure
Summa Cum Laude
Alexandria Blake Woodall*
Bachelor of Science
Justice Studies
Rashea LaDawn Woods
Bachelor of Science
Human Services
Cum Laude

Kenisha Tiffany Ashton-Johnson
Associate of Science
General Studies: Pre-Nursing
Elisa Dawn Bass
Associate of Science
General Studies: Pre-Nursing

Twanda Nicole Battle*
Associate of Science
General Studies: Pre-Nursing
Taylor MacKenzie Boswell *
Associate of Science
General Studies: Pre-Nursing

Candidates For Associate Degrees
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* In Absentia

Alexandria Bryan
Associate of Science
General Studies
Kayla Ann Carrow*
Associate of Science
General Studies: Pre-Nursing
Paul B. Daughtry
Associate of Science
General Studies
Anita Delfin
Associate of Science
General Studies: Pre-Nursing
Sadaya Sha’Nique Faison*
Associate of Science
General Studies: Pre-Nursing
Christopher Scott Fuller*
Associate of Science
General Studies: Pre-Nursing 
Keshia Lachelle Herring
Associate of Science
General Studies: Pre-Nursing
Michelle Ann Hill*
Associate of Science
General Studies: Pre-Nursing
Tayler Bethany Hostetler*
Associate of Science
General Studies: Pre-Nursing
Tyeka James*
Associate of Science
General Studies: Pre-Nursing
Shaquil Mitchell
Associate of Science
General Studies: Pre-Nursing
Patricia Lamara’ Pemberton
Associate of Science
General Studies
Tara J. Phillips
Associate of Science
General Studies

Celestial Railey-Lauver
Associate of Science
General Studies: Pre-Nursing
Kevin P. Sawicki*
Associate of Science
General Studies
Kelsey Rose Sherrard
Associate of Science
General Studies
Distinction
Dawn Lynette Smith
Associate of Science
General Studies: Pre-Nursing
Deshia Surratt
Associate of Science
General Studies
Ashley Michelle Teachey*
Associate of Science
General Studies: Pre-Nursing
High Distinction
Ke’shonda Wells
Associate of Science
General Studies
Michael Ray Wheeler*
Associate of Science
General Studies
High Distinction
LaKeisha Yelverton*
Associate of Science
General Studies: Pre-Nursing

Candidates For Associate Degrees
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Carol Boone*
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education 
Marsha Bradshaw
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Magna Cum Laude
Xena Re’nee Casey*
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Yesica Mariana Coceres
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Summa Cum Laude
Davion M. Cole*
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Addison Dangler
Bachelor of Science
Elementary Education K-6
Cum Laude
Nekeisha Davis
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Saralyn Monica Doyle
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education

Erica Finch
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Summa Cum Laude
Desiree Shaquel Floyd
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Bianca Ford
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Tenisha Labobby Gatlin
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Diana Dominique Gillioz
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Kamilah Gray
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Melissa Hope Gurley
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Cum Laude
Carra Hobson
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Sarah Beth Holland
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education

Candidates For Bachelor Degrees
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* In Absentia

Carla Jessup Hooks
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Jon Andrew Howard
Bachelor of Science
Health and Physical Education
Margie Lousie Johnson
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Ebone Latasha Leach
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Cum Laude
Madeline Elizabeth Manning
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Cum Laude
Tierria Danielle Maye
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Magna Cum Laude
Adrian Ann McLean
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Summa Cum Laude
Melinda K. Mercer
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Summa Cum Laude
Tanesa Newkirk
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Jessica Parnell Ostrander
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Shannon Ashley Owens
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Rosetta Page
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Summa Cum Laude
Ana Paola Ramos
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education

Danielle Cheris Scott
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Summa Cum Laude
Makayla Shae Skipper
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Holly Jeanette Solis
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Summa Cum Laude
April Jean Stillings
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Cum Laude
Emma Stoneham
Bachelor of Science
Elementary Education K-6
Summa Cum Laude
Crystal ShaRonda Strickland
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Magna Cum Laude
Christian Shane Walters
Bachelor of Science
Music Education
Corinne Antoinette Wendling
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Asheley Monique West
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Anthony M. Williams Jr.
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Magna Cum Laude
Erika Nikole Williams
Bachelor of Science
Early Childhood Education
Noah C. Williams
Bachelor of Science
Elementary Education K-6
Magna Cum Laude

Candidates For Bachelor Degrees
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Alanna Barrett
Master of Business Administration
Business Administration
Michelle Belavich*
Master of Business Administration
Accounting
With Distinction
Tabitha Stroud Bradshaw
Master of Business Administration
Business Administration
Jonathan Scott Clack II
Master of Business Administration
Business Administration
Megan Jiang Evans
Master of Business Administration
Business Administration
With Distinction
Erika M. Gilbert
Master of Business Administration
Business Administration
Matthew Brandon Gray
Master of Business Administration
Business Administration
With Distinction

Makayla Hackney
Master of Business Administration
Business Administration
With Distinction
Rahbecka Hodge
Master of Business Administration
Business Administration
Ithsel Gisela Gnatovskyi
Master of Business Administration
Accounting
Dyna Marissa Jeffries
Master of Business Administration
Business Administration
Brandie B. Johnson
Master of Business Administration
Business Administration
Barbara Letha Jones
Master of Business Administration
Healthcare Management
Brandy Kornegay
Master of Business Administration
Accounting
Crystal LeGrand
Master of Business Administration
Healthcare Management

Candidates For Master Degrees
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* In Absentia

Hester L. Manley*
Master of Business Administration
Healthcare Management
With Distinction
Elizabeth Hope Messer*
Master of Business Administration
Accounting
Gloria Mondragon
Master of Business Administration
Accounting
Samantha Neal
Master of Business Administration
Business Administration
Ashley Williams Newton
Master of Business Administration
Healthcare Management
Kaiolonniee M. Oden
Master of Business Administration
Healthcare Management

Tristan Lynn Purser
Master of Business Administration
Business Administration
Dakota King Robinson
Master of Business Administration
Healthcare Management
With Distinction
Brian Shemar Saul
Master of Business Administration
Healthcare Management
Juanita Maria Sinclair
Master of Business Administration
Business Administration
Zachary John Taylor*
Master of Business Administration
Business Administration
Melissa Dawn Woodell
Master of Business Administration
Business Administration

Candidates For Master Degrees

Alexander Gibbons*
Bachelor of Arts
Accounting
Joje Montalban Masaganda*
Bachelor of Arts
Accounting
Cum Laude
Bethany Martindale Nichols*
Bachelor of Arts
Business Management
Dana Renee Ross
Bachelor of Arts
Human Resource Management
Jasmine Maudine Smith
Bachelor of Arts
Business Management

Marilyn Theresa Patterson Walker
Bachelor of Arts
Computer Information Systems
Karla Beatriz Arreola-Villalba*
Bachelor of Business Administration
Business Administration
Ariana J. Bell
Bachelor of Business Administration
Business Administration
Kandis Ann Bob
Bachelor of Business Administration
Business Administration
Rajanee Cheree Brinson
Bachelor of Business Administration
Business Administration

Candidates For Bachelor Degrees
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Candidates For Bachelor Degrees

Timothy Gregory Carver Jr.
Bachelor of Business Administration
Business Administration
Cum Laude
Fatimah Conner
Bachelor of Business Administration
Business Administration
Michelle Renee Dunican
Bachelor of Business Administration
Business Administration
Heather Marie Holland
Bachelor of Business Administration
Business Administration
Sarah Rebecca Jackson
Bachelor of Business Administration
Business Administration
Jennifer E. Jacobs
Bachelor of Business Administration
Business Administration
Magna Cum Laude
Stanna Allison Usher Long
Bachelor of Business Administration
Business Administration
Nicholas Dale Matthews
Bachelor of Business Administration
Business Administration
Stephen Cole Moore
Bachelor of Business Administration
Business Administration
Rachel Teresa Niblett
Bachelor of Business Administration
Business Administration
Adam O’Malley*
Bachelor of Business Administration
Business Administration
Ashley Monique Richardson
Bachelor of Business Administration
Business Administration

Virginia Dawn Rhea
Bachelor of Business Administration
Business Administration
Hailey Celeste Woodall*
Bachelor of Business Administration
Business Administration
Eric Argueta Bonilla
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration:  
Business Management
Michael A. Brimmer Jr. 
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration:  
Human Resource Management
Justyce Brown
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration:  
Healthcare Management
Magna Cum Laude
Tiffany Caraway*
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration:  
Business Management
Juhari Christopher
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration:  
Business Management
Lucas Anthony Cotto Jr.
Bachelor of Science
Cybersecurity and Applied  
Computer Science
Harley Shea Daeke
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration:  
Business Management
Edward Lee Daniels III
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration:  
Business Management
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* In Absentia

Candidates For Bachelor Degrees

Janaei M. Fargo
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration:  
Human Resource Management
Cum Laude
Brianna Monae Gormany
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration:  
Healthcare Management
Nakia Aaliyah Green
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration:  
Human Resource Management
Kelvin Greene*
Bachelor of Science
Leadership
Krysten Duesenberry Grubb
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration:  
Human Resource Management
Matthew Heeren
Bachelor of Science
Aviation and Business  
Management (Pilot Manned)
John E. Jones III
Bachelor of Science
Leadership
Gascoigne Armirillian Kryzanooski*
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration:  
Human Resource Management
Francis Marshall Labo*
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration:  
Healthcare Management
David Grant Lach
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration:  
Business Management

Spencer Harrison Lamb
Bachelor of Science
Cybersecurity and Applied  
Computer Science
Akeia Shekel Lee
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration:  
Human Resource Management
Max Lindblad
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration:  
Business Management
Magna Cum Laude
Timothy S. Locklear*
Bachelor of Science
Leadership
Kiara Dominque Majette*
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration: Accounting
Ashley Rene Martin
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration:  
Healthcare Management
Kimberley Anne McLean
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration:  
Business Management
Nancy Metcalfe
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration:  
Business Management
Lakeiwa Shanelle Outlaw
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration:  
Healthcare Management
Shane Jonathan Peterson
Bachelor of Science
Aviation and Business  
Management (Pilot Manned)
Cum Laude
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Candidates For Bachelor Degrees

Andrew Michael Thomas Phillips
Bachelor of Science
Leadership
John Pullano*
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration: Accounting
Dawn Reels*
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration: Accounting
Melissa Ann Jones Rouse*
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration: Accounting
Jennifer Christy Tuttle
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration: Accounting
Summa Cum Laude
Alan Michael Usher
Bachelor of Science
Cybersecurity and Applied  
Computer Science
Mime Rhue Welch*
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration:  
Healthcare Management

Shaniyah Janne White
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration: Accounting
Cum Laude
Christine Alexis Wilkins
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration:  
Healthcare Management
Business Administration:  
Business Management
Crystal Lanelle Williams
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration:  
Healthcare Management
Summa Cum Laude
Taylor Rae Williams
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration:  
Human Resource Management
Michael Allen Yeadon
Bachelor of Science
Business Administration: Accounting
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University Mission

The University of Mount Olive is a faith-based educational institution committed to creating 
nurturing, student-centric experiences that promote sustainable opportunities for intellectual, 
spiritual, and personal growth.

The Academic Regalia

The caps, gowns, and hoods worn in the formal academic ceremonies are patterned after the 
academic regalia common in medieval European universities where both students and faculty were 
required to wear gowns at all times. Today these gowns represent an adaptation of the cape or 
mantle that was worn by church officials in religious processions. In 1896, colleges and universities 
in the United States adopted a uniform code governing academic dress.

The bachelor’s degree gown is distinguished by the long pleated front, and long, pointed sleeves. It 
is worn closed. The master degree gown is similar, but has square sleeves and a slit at the elbow. The 
doctoral gown features broad velvet panels down the front and flowing sleeves each with three bars 
of velvet. The velvet trimming may be either black or the distinctive color of the field of learning 
represented by the degree. Master and doctoral gowns may be worn either open or closed.

Caps worn may vary with the university and individual choice. The black Oxford cap, or mortarboard, is 
the traditional headgear. Also worn are the soft beret style and Florentine style. The distinctive hoods vary 
in size according to the level of degree held. Colors of the inner silk indicate the institution from which the 
wearer received the degree. The outer velvet border is trimmed in a color indicating the field of learning.

Agriculture .................................................. Maize
Arts, Letters, Humanities ...........................White
Business (Accountancy, Commerce) ................ Drab
Clinical Counseling ...................................... Gold
Communications (including Journalism) ...... Crimson
Dentistry ....................................................... Lilac
Economics ................................................ Copper
Education ............................................. Light Blue
Engineering .............................................. Orange
Fine Arts (including Architecture) .................... Brown
Forestry ....................................................... Russet
Law .............................................................. Purple
Library Science ............................. Lemon Yellow

Medicine ........................................ Hunter Green
Music .............................................................. Pink
Nursing ..................................................... Apricot
Oratory (including speech) ..................... Silver–Gray
Pharmacy .......................................... Olive Green
Philosophy .................................. Rich Royal Blue
Physical Education ............................ Sage Green
Public Admin. (includes Foreign Service) .. Peacock Blue
Public Health ................................... Salmon Pink
Science ........................................................... Gold
Social Work ................................................ Citron
Theology (Divinity, Ministry, Religion) ............. Scarlet
Veterinary Science ........................................ Gray

The school colors are shown on the satin lining which can be seen on the back of the hood. 
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Commencement Traditions

The University of Mount Olive maintains its own traditions practiced during various ceremonies 
and services. Among those that are included in the University Commencement exercises are the 
carrying of the University Mace, Processional Cross, and the Presidential Medallion.

The mace is carried by a faculty member. It was presented to the University by the Town of Mount 
Olive on November 5, 1994. The Cross is carried by either a faculty member or a student. It was 
presented to the University by the Convention of Original Free Will Baptists on March 19, 2010. The 
President’s Medallion is given to the President at the time of the installation by the Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees. The Medallion is worn by the President at all University ceremonial functions.

Board of Trustees

Donnie E. Lassiter, Chair Robert Kornegay, Vice Chair Beverly P. Boyette, Secretary

Wesley E. Beddard
W. Robert Bizzell
Pamela Braxton
Dr. Paula Coates
Mary H. Drummond
Teresa Eason
Albert Elrod
Benjamin D. Forrest
John Hawkins

Sylvia Herring
The Reverend Mark Hobbs
The Reverend Ronnie Hobgood
B. Frankie Howell
Robert C. Johnson
Bobby Kenneth Jones II
David L. McPherson
J. Matthew Rast
Rickey Richardson 

Shane Smith
Dr. Dusk O. Stroud
Robert R. Sutter
Jody Tyson
Brad West
The Reverend Dr. Josh 
Whitfield
Charlie B. Young
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Cords, Stoles, and Medallions

Recognitions

Cords, stoles, and medallions are worn around the neck of graduates, signifying academic honors 
or other achievements. Cords are made of braided nylon in a variety of colors. Stoles are panels of 
silk that can be embroidered with letters or symbols. Medallions are made of metal or glass-like 
material and hang on colored ribbon.

Graduate candidates who have met all degree requirements and earned a cumulative GPA of 3.90 
or higher and no grade below a B- will be awarded their degree "With Distinction." Baccalaureate 
candidates must have earned a minimum of 30 graded semester hours at the University of Mount 
Olive with no grade below a C to graduate with Latin Honors. Associate candidates must have 
earned a minimum of 30 graded semester hours at the University of Mount Olive with no grade 
below a C to graduate with Distinction. 

The academic honors included in this program represent the most current information available at the time  
of publication. Final grading and degree audits completed after printing may affect these designations.

Cum Laude (Bronze)
3.70 grade point average

Magna Cum Laude (Silver)
3.80 grade point average

Summa Cum Laude (Gold)
3.90 grade point average

Baccalaureate Candidates:

Associate Candidates:
High Distinction (Green)
3.90 grade point average

Distinction (Green)
3.70 grade point average

Red, white, and blue cords, braided
Veteran, United States of America
Crimson and cobalt blue, braided 
Upsilon Phi Delta (Healthcare Administration)
Green and white cord
Admissions Tour Guide
Medallion with green ribbon
Honors Program Graduate

Gold stole
University Marshal
Apricot stole
Nursing 
White stole
Pi Lambda Theta (Education)
Student Athlete



COMMENCEMENT
SPRING 2023

George & Annie Dail Kornegay Arena

Saturday, May 6 | 9:30 AM

The University of Mount Olive is a ministry of the Convention of Original Free Will Baptists.

SIXTY-NINTH

The University of Mount Olive is a ministry of the Convention of Original Free Will Baptists.


